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Private Flying 


YORK AND LEEMING 

Buring March the flying time at York and Leeming totalled 
163 hr. 50 min. During the week ended April 2 Mr. Proctor ob- 
tained his ‘‘ A’ licence and Mr, Julian Rowntree and Mr. Fairbank 
have completed all their tests. Mr. Baretto has joined the staff 
as an instructor; he has just left the R.A.F. and was an instructor 
at Sealand. Club activities during last week have been numerous. 
Mr, William Hamble gave a party in the clubhouse and Mr. Alex 
Monteith and Mr. Julian Rowntree have given execellent colour 
film displays, Acceptances for the Club’s Internationa] Meeting in 
June continue to come in. 


LONDON GLIDING 

During the first three months of this year 1,129 launches have 
been made by the London Gliding Club with a total of 178 hr. 49 
min. flying time. The Club obtained permission to use Mr. A. S. 
Butler's private landing ground near Whipsnade for aero-towing on 
Sunday, March 21. Flying was impossible during the morning 
owing to low cloud, but during the afternoon twenty-one flights were 
made with a total of 3 hr, 30 min. All machines flew back to Dun- 
stable at the end of the day. During the Easter period flying time 
totalled 38 hr. 40 min, Cross-country flights were made by J. S. 
Fox (to Hertford, 27 miles) and D. Hiscox (to Althome, 57 miles). 
The Imperial College Annual Camp started on April 1 and will 
run for a fortnight. The Club is organising monthly courses and 
camps between April and September. The next course will be held 
from May 14 to 23. 


The Baynes Twin Flies 
URING last week-end the new Baynes Bee twin-engined 
monoplane made its first flight in the capable hands of 
Mr. Hubert Broad. From all accounts this first test showed 
that the machine was eminently satisfactory from the flying 
point of view. 


Overhaul 


A NEW company to deal with the overhaul, maintenance and 
-4& special modification of airframes and engines has been 
formed with headquarters at Gravesend Airport, Kent. This is 
Essex Aero, Ltd., and the directors are Messrs. R. J. Cross 
and I. Teesdale. 


A Price Change 


WING, it is explained, to the increase in the price of manu- 

facturing materials, the price of the Miles Whitney Straight 
has been raised from £985 to {1,000. For the benefit of the 
majority of people, to whom the difference between a three- 
digit and four-digit figure always appears to be immense, it 
is pointed out that this increase is one of £15 only. 


All The Owners 


NTIL recently it has only been possible for the earnest 

enquirer to discover aircraft owners’ names and addresses 
by making a search through the registration cards, and since 
there are now some 700 owners this has been something more 
than a labour. Now, however, the Royal Aero Club has pro- 
duced a list in alphabetical order which is obtainable, as 
explained in last week's issue, at a cost of Los. 

Such a list will naturally suffer changes from month to 
month, but it will be a simple matter to amend it. 

This first list errs on the generous side. A number of names 
appear of people who have not owned machines for a matter 
of years, but every one of these must be classed as ‘‘ prospec- 
tive,’’ and such a mistake is on the right side. One or two 
aeroplanes have, regrettably enough, been crashed since the 
list was prepared, and quite a few have changed hands. Such 
a list must obviously be considered as a foundation rather than 
as a finality 


FLIGHT. 


Aprit 8, 1937. 


Ground Training 


HE Kronfeld vintage of flying training (1936) has just 
matured. The first and only taster so far is Mr. }, 
Rawnsley, of the County Flying Club, Leicester, who has mace 
his first flights after ground training only. He started on 
the ground trainer, graduated to the secondary (flying) 
trainer, and finally flew the real Drone, on which he expecis 
shortly to get his ‘‘A’’ licence. Eight other members are 
well on the way towards taking their first flights in the 
Drone. 
The Club has acquired a new aerodrome at Rearsby with a 
maximum run of 1,000 yards, but while this is being prepared 
the training is being continued at Ratcliffe. 


A Czech Invader 


| Paw week an interesting little light aeroplane from Czecho- 

slovakia made its appearance at Heston. Known as the 
Zlin XII, it has been designed to a specification laid down by 
Mr. Bata himself, who is, of course, the well-known shoe 
magnate. The machine is a cantilever, low-wing, two-seater, 
tandem monoplane fitted with a 45 h.p. Persy I] engine, and 
the price in this country will probably be about £350. In the 
country of its origin it is being sold at (250. 

Of exceptionally clean design, it might be expected that the 
performance would be very good in spite of the comparatively 
low horse-power, and the maximum speed is, in fact, rather 
better than 95 m.p.h. Generally speaking, the structure is 
straightforward, with a two-spar plywood-covered wing, 
sharply tapering in plan form, and a ply-covered fuselage of 
square section. The Persy engine is of the flat-four type and 
resembles in its external features the well-known Continental 
unit. 

Dual control is fitted, but the machine is normally flown 
from the back seat, where the usual instruments are to be 
found. Since the occupant of the front seat has a very much 
better view this is something of a disadvantage, but the 
machine would obviously be very unstable in the fore and aft 
plane if flown solo from the front. The two cockpits are com- 
pletely enclosed under a single transparent cover, and curved 
sliding panels, which can be pushed completely open, are 
arranged for each occupant. It is interesting to see that the 
seats are arranged for the accommodation of back-type para- 
chutes—items of equipment, which are taken more seriously 
on the Continent than they are here. 

The specification and performance figures are as follows : 
span, 32.8ft.; length, 25.6ft.; all-up weight, 1,058lb.; dis- 
posable load, 421lb.; maximum speed, 96 m.p.h.; cruising 
speed, 84 m.p.h.; landing speed 37 m.p.h.; climb to 1,21 4ft. in 
three minutes ; range 280 miles. 

For the moment, any interested persons should get into 


touch with the Airwork Sales Department at Heston. 


The Zlin XII and its accom- 
modation. It will be noticed 
that the hinged covers for 
each cockpit carry large 
sliding panels, which when 
open should make the 
machine comfortably cool in 
hot weather. (Flight 
photographs.) 


